The Tree of Life
Trees evolved 400 million years before humans.
Trees embody Nature’s Cycle of Life – Death – New Life                                                         
- provide shelter & food; release oxygen, enable breathing.
- shed dying Autumn leaves, bare branches waiting for green Spring leaves.
Jesus is named a Tree:                                                                                                                      The tree of life my soul hath seen                                                                                              Laden with fruit and always green:                                                                                     The trees of nature fruitless be                                                                          Compared with Christ the apple tree. (1)  
Jesus carried the tree of his Cross to Calvary.                                                               ‘Tree of beauty, tree most fair, ordained those holy limbs to bear. (2)’  
 -the leaves of the Tree (of Life) are for healing the nations. (3) 
The grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies                                                      so Jesus of Nazareth is raised up as Christ, Word of God,                                             so ‘whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life’. (4)
The risen Christ showed himself - in a garden, by a lake, in the breaking of bread - a ‘stranger’ recognised by disciples as Lord and God.                              
‘And every year                                                                                                            the dull and dead in us                                                                                             meets our Easter challenge:                                                                                        
to be open to the unexpected                                                                                    to believe beyond our security                                                                                                      to welcome God in every form                                                                                    and trust in our own greening.’ (5) 
Do I recognise Christ in any moment – event – person: friend or stranger?    
What Easter Challenge is mine to meet?

(1) From Jesus Christ the Apple Tree: English Anon. John Rutter and                        The Cambridge Singers
(2) From Vexilla Regis: The Royal Banners Forward Go: Venantius Fortunatus
(3) Revelation 22:2:  Message translation
(4) John 3:16
(5) Joyce Rupp: The Easter Challenge
