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SEEKING HOPE

Sometimes, when I think about the challenges before us, I feel overwhelmed.
But I’m never hopeless.

We are accompanied. 

We are being sifted, yes, and it is painful; many of us feel powerless and even afraid.

But there is also an opportunity in this crisis to come out better.

What the Lord asks of us today is a culture of service, not a throwaway culture. 
But we can’t serve others unless we let their reality speak to us.

To go there, you have to open your eyes and let the suffering around you touch you,
 so that you hear the Spirit of God speaking to you in the margins.

People always say: ”wait and hope” – so much so that the word ‘esperar’ in Spanish
means both “to hope” and “to wait” – but hope is above all the virtue of movement 
and the engine of change: it’s the tension that brings together memory and utopia 
to truly build the dreams that await us.

And if a dream fades, we need to go back and dream it again, in new forms, drawing with hope from the embers of memory.

We Christians must know that hope doesn’t deceive and doesn’t disappoint:
All is born to blossom in an eternal springtime.

In the end, we will say only: I don’t recall anything in which You are not there.

Reflection:  Where are my sources of hope these days?

Resources:
Let Us Dream: The Path to a Better Future

Hope: The Autobiography of Jorge Mario Bergoglio

Psalm 121
My heart’s eyes behold your divine glory!
From whence does my help come!
My help comes from You,
Who created heaven and earth.

You strengthen and uphold me,
You, who are ever at my side,
Behold! You who watch over the nations
Will see all hearts awaken to the light.

For You are the Great Counselor;
You dwell within all hearts,
That we might respond to the
Universal Heart—
Like the sun that nourishes us by day,
Like the stars that guide the
Wayfarer at night.

In You we shall not be afraid of the darkness,
For, You are the light of our life.
May You keep us in our going out
And our coming in, from this time forth
And forevermore.



