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 Vision of Associates 

One in Spirit,  
Holy Child Associates  

collaborate with the Society  
of the Holy Child Jesus to  
embody the charism of  

Cornelia Connelly  
in our everyday lives while  

responding to the  
wants of the age 
with generosity.
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Mission 

Holy Child Associates of the United States are women and men rooted in the 
charism of Cornelia Connelly who want to grow in her spirit. The Associates 

strive to bear witness to a life grounded in the Incarnation. Associates are 
called to help others believe that God lives and acts in them and to rejoice in 

God’s presence in our midst.

The charism of Cornelia Connelly  
is grounded in the gospel message  

of the Word Made Flesh  
and centered in the mystery of God’s life and presence  

in the lives of women and men.

ACTIONS NOT WORDS

“He showed me the river of living water, sparkling like 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb.” 

                                                                         Revelation 22:1
Image designed by Freepik
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From the Chair
The theme of living water seems very apt for the 
Associates this summer. We have two Philadelphia 
area Associates ready to make formal commitments, 
six others continuing the discernment process in 
Los Angeles, North Carolina, and New Jersey as 
well as one new Connecting Associate in New York 
City. They bring a variety of gifts that will enrich the 
Associates and the Society. 

The Core Team is making plans to increase our 
outreach to the schools and ministries. We are 
involving local Associates who can make in-person 
connections for mutual benefit.  In addition, we will 
be sharing Associate spiritual resources through the 
Collaborative. 

Several Associates were involved in the Holy 
Child Collaborative launch Mass and reception as 
lectors, cross bearer, greeters, participants in the 
procession of gifts, and organizing the reception.   
Two are serving on committees to help advance the 
Collaborative as it unfolds. 

The present feels vibrant and the future full of 
possibility.  The Core Team is grateful for all of you 
who have made the Associates who we are today.  
We invite everyone to participate in moving us 
towards who we are meant to become! 

Wishing you every blessing,

Judy Talvacchia, Core Team Chair

Associates-USA@shcj.org

Rivers of living water are to be poured 
out over the whole world, to ensure that 
people, like fishes caught in a net, can 
be restored to wholeness.

– Hildegard de Bingen
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In 2012, a beautiful quilt was created to mark the 
150th anniversary of service by Sisters of the Holy 
Child Jesus across the United States and beyond. 
Multiple members of the Holy Child community 
created the patchwork quilt to recognize such a 
momentous anniversary. It illustrates the many 
ministries and places in which the Society has been 
engaged since the first sisters arrived in the United 
States from England in 1862.

Stitch by stitch and piece by piece, Marian Kennedy 
Voorhees sewed together all the squares, and in the 
process, the journey of 150 years came to life. Ms. 
Voorhees is an alumna of the former St. Leonard’s 
Academy in Philadelphia.

The quilt was initially shown at multiple Province 
gatherings in Philadelphia in 2012. Most recently, 
it was displayed at the Launch for the Holy Child 
Collaborative in April 2026. The beautiful piece of art 
contains 63 squares on the front and an additional 
10 on the back. Currently, the quilt is a great 
centerpiece in the American Province Archives in 
Rosemont, PA, and sees much attention and joy from 
visitors of all ages.

Cornelia's Charism

Share the Journey

by Emily Wells

SHCJ American Province Quilt, 1862-2012

“I drop kindness pebbles in still water every day,  
  and I watch the effect they have on other people's lives.”

– John A. Passaro
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by Judy TalvacchiaSpirituality

Share the Journey
Living Water

Who or what has been a source of living water for you during your 
association with the Society of the Holy Child Jesus?

In the Gospel of John, Jesus tells the Samaritan 
woman that he will give her living water to nourish 
her for life. I experienced a form of that living water 
as a high school student at the former St. Leonard’s 
Academy in Philadelphia. In the 1960s, large classes 
and regimented instruction 
were common, but St. 
Leonard’s was different. 
Its small classes, home-like 
atmosphere, and Holy Child 
values greatly influenced my 
journey of growth into the 
person I was created to be.

As an adult, being an 
Associate has also been a 
source of living water. In the 
company of like-minded 
people, I have come to 
experience the Holy Child 
mission and charism more 
deeply and broadly. Life 
experience has taught me 
that Incarnational Spirituality 
resonates with the way I live 
and pray.

Today, the unfolding of the Holy Child Collaborative 
nourishes my spirit as I connect with others and 
learn how they live the mission. I feel joy and 
peace knowing that Cornelia Connelly’s legacy will 
continue to flourish for years to come.

The living water I receive 
enables me to be living water 
for others. As I notice God in 
the humble and hidden, I am 
moved to reach out through 
word and action. Holy Child 
values guide my response to 
the needs of our time.

How has your association 
with the SHCJ been a source 
of living water for you? How 
does the nourishment you 
receive help you become 
living water for others?

“Instead of drifting away from God, you'll be firmly anchored,  
  able to swim against the tide, offering living water to all you meet.”

– Craig Groeschel
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Pope Leo reminds us that “our love and our deepest 
convictions need to be continually cultivated and 
we do so through our concrete actions.”  

One important way that SHCJ Sisters and Associates 
cultivate our love is by caring for the earth. The 
Laudato Sí Action Plan challenges all Sisters in the 
American Province, Associates, staff, and ministries 
to embrace ecological education, respond to the 
cries of the earth, to live a sustainable lifestyle, to 
practice eco-spirituality, and to care for the poor. 
On a personal level, I became more connected to 
Laudato Sí after winning a raffle basket at Holy 
Child Center filled with goodies that are a reminder 
of our call to care for the earth, such as eco-friendly 
cleaners, re-usable bags, straws, and cups.  I tried to 
make some lifestyle changes. I have shared some 
of the gifts with others encouraging them to think 
more about our struggling planet and the ways we 
can make a real difference. Also,my local township 
has begun a composting effort and I am looking 
forward to being a part of it.  

Care for Creation is quite a challenge but we’re 
not in it alone! The 2026 Season of Creation theme 
is "Living Water" coming from the Biblical text of 
Ezekiel 47: 9,12. This "Living Water" is flowing from 
God's sanctuary to divinely heal and renew land, 
water, biodiversity, as well as promote human 
responsibility towards the whole creation. The fact 
that we need to be healed and renewed so God's 
living water will flow from us (from our muddy 
feet and toiling hands using Cornelia’s imagery) for 
the healing of others and all creation is a powerful 
reminder. A reminder that as God renews us, He 
encourages us to immerse ourselves in the pain 
and tears of our suffering brothers, sisters, and all 
creation. Our concrete actions are much needed 
to comfort, heal, and renew all those hurting and 
being hurt in our society today. 

 

Care of Creation

by Anne Ayella

Care for Creation is but one way that SHCJ Sisters, 
Associates, employees, schools, and ministries live 
the legacy of Cornelia Connelly. We are all invited 
to share Cornelia’s vision that ”God has chosen to 
need men and women in every age to reveal divine 
love.” Whether by caring for creation, supporting 
immigrants, nourishing the hungry, supporting the 
homeless, advocating for those without a voice, or 
spreading Cornelia’s message of joy and hope, we 
are all part of Cornelia’s legacy.  
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Wetlands
by John F. Deane 

Should you find yourself growing disenchanted
with this self-infatuated world, its will to violence
and domination—step away a while, and walk 

in silence, slowly, round the parkland lake;
there are bulrushes at water’s edge, their ancient
presences and generations; attend, they will

reveal their secrets, how their slender height
and loveliness hold roots in mud and water,
how they host aphids and the tiniest of larvae;

be stilled a while, by their graced companionship,
as they lean and list together, gossiping in the breeze,
hiding and revealing swan, coot and moorhen

behind their modest skirts; they are testaments
to the eternal, from Moses in his reed-basket
to spacecraft adrift amongst the nebulae; listen

to the sibilant psalms they sing, and reassess
your own high principles, evolution, perhaps,
and the dense entanglements of consciousness. 

As published in the June 2026 Commonweal.

 	

Poetry Off the Shelf

by Michelle Dugan



7

​If we accept John F. Deane’s invitation in “Wetlands” 
to “step away a while, and walk/in silence, slowly,” 
we will find “secrets,” “loveliness,” and “graced com-
panionship” in communion with the natural world 
“round the parkland lake.”  Born in 1943 on Achill 
Island off the Irish coast, the Jesuit-educated poet 
has published nine collections, won many awards, 
and is the founder of Poetry Ireland and its journal 
The Poetry Ireland Review.  As both his bio and the 
opening lines of “Wetlands” suggest, Deane knows 
how it feels to be fully engaged in the “self-infatu-
ated world” of human enterprise, where the “will 
to violence and domination” can lead to a growing 
malaise.

In the verses that follow, we discover a very different 
way of being present: we “attend” to the bulrushes.  
By giving us so many sensory images and specific 
details, Deane immerses us completely in the expe-
rience of listening and observing.  It’s important to 
notice the way those roots in mud and water, the 
aphids and tiny larvae among them (humble, hid-
den life), anchor the rushes and allow them to rise 
to “their slender heights.”  Deane personifies the 

Photo by Tatiana Reusche on Unsplash

bulrushes; they gossip together, a community; they 
wear “modest skirts.”   Calling our fellow creatures by 
name – “swan, coot and moorhen” – helps us recog-
nize them as kin.  

​In the concluding verses of the poem, Deane con-
nects the immediacy of the experience “to the 
eternal,” invoking suddenly a vastness of time and 
space.  Moses and the nebulae are held together in 
this vision of creation, incarnational and ecospiritu-
al, revealed by listening to “the sibilant psalms” (“as 
they lean and list together…in the breeze”).  Because 
“Wetlands” is structured as a single sentence with 
just one period at the very end, everything in the 
poem seems to culminate in that last line.  The poet 
has lured us into stillness, graced us with the wis-
dom of “ancient/presences and generations,” only 
to return us back again to face our “own high princi-
ples,” the need to “reassess” everything.  We cannot 
escape “the dense entanglements of consciousness,” 
but perhaps we can better understand ourselves as 
evolving within the web of life.  Re-enchantment is 
possible.



ACTIONS NOT WORDS

NOTABLE
AND QUOTABLE

Encore

Email: associates-usa@shcj.org  
 
Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/HolyChildAssociatesUSA 
 
Instagram:  
https://www.instagram.com/HolyChildAssociates

If you feel drawn to the Associates or would like 
more information, connect with us. 

We need to continually cultivate our love and convic-
tions through actions with the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. This may mean suffering and toiling to bring 
comfort, healing, and renewal to all of God’s hurt-
ing creation. We need to be immersed in the river 
of living water in order to be “Living Water” for our 
suffering sisters, brothers and non-human creation. 
Let us be renewed in the waters of the 2026 Season 
of Creation (September 1st - October 4th).

The Season of Creation is an annual Christian cele-
bration of prayer and active response to the cry of  
Creation. This celebration begins on World Day of 
Prayer for Creation (September 1st) and ends in cele-
bration of the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi (October 
4th). There are live, global celebratory prayer services 
you can participate in on these two days.

“Living Water” is the theme for the 2026 Season 
of Creation and comes from Ezekiel 47:9, 12. “Liv-
ing Water” inspires a vision of hope and ecological 
healing with the water flowing from God’s sanctuary 
throughout the land and God’s creation.

Once we are immersed in this river of “living water” 
and emerge, we are healed and renewed. Then this 
“living water” will flow from us to heal others and 
creation as we become part of the River of Transfor-
mation for the world. Hence, the 2026 symbol of the 
Season of Creation, Immersion in Living Water.

Go to www.seasonofcreation.org to learn more 
about the theme and symbol of this global celebra-
tion and how you can step into the transformational 
waters through prayer, actions, and advocacy for 
global creation.

Wherever it flows, the river teems with every kind of 
living creature; fish will abound. Where these waters 
flow they refresh; everything lives where the river 
goes.

Along each bank of the river every kind of fruit tree 
will grow; their leaves will not wither, nor will their 
fruit fail. Every month they will bear fresh fruit be-
cause the waters of the river flow out from the sanc-
tuary. Their fruit is used for food, and their leaves for 
healing.

– Ezekiel 47:9, 12

“Our love and our deepest convictions 
need to be continually cultivated, and we 
do so through our concrete actions.” 
				    —Pope Leo XIV


