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Singer/Songwriter Kabir Green
to Perform

Kabir Green is a songwriter who sees life as an opportunity to
tell a story. See him perform at the PSALM Salon, 5841 Over-
brook Avenue, Philadelphia, on Saturday January 3, 2009.

www.thepsalm.org. For infor-
mation call 215-477-7578.
Kabir Green is a self-taught
musician and has been sing-
ing and songwriting most of
his life. He penned his first
song, “Let’s Go Fly a Kite” in
fifth grade and hasn’t look-
ed back since. Raised in the
quiet hills of Chester County
outside Philadelphia, PA, Kabir
is a songwriter who sees life

From an early age
Kabir was keenly
aware of the thread
that connects blues,
rock and country, and
the soulfulness and
spirituality of
American roots music.
|
as an opportunity to tell a
story. From an early age he
was keenly aware of the
thread that connects blues,
rock and country, and the
soulfulness and spirituality
of American roots music. He
was instilled with a love for

music that arises out of such
deep cultural wellsprings, what

abir Green will be appearing
Saturday January 3, 2009 at
the PSALM Salon, 5841 Over-
brook Avenue, Philadelphia, PA
19131. The performance will
begin at 8 p.m. Tickets are $10
and are available at the door or online at

he calls, “The Music of Place.”
He began to study and perform traditional
American music in high school, and thus
continued to find his voice as a writer.
After graduating from nearby Haverford
College, Kabir spent four years in New York
City working as the musical and artistic
See Kabir Green to Perform on page 2

Sisters Keep Education &
Medical Care at Forefront

hen
Sister
Ann-

Joyce Peters, of
the Society of
the Holy Child
Jesus (SHCJ),
relocated to
the Dominican
Republic in
1995, she and
her volunteers
began working
in a Fe y Alegria
school in one
of the poor bar-
rios of Santo
Domingo. Fe y
Alegria is an
international
educational
movement
sponsored by
the Jesuits for
children and

adults living in |

poverty. But,
almost 14 years
later, this min-
istry in educa-
tional enrich-
ment has yield-
ed a Montessori-
style learning
and homework
help center; a

Sister Mary Alice Minogue, formerly of Rose-
mont, PA, relocated to the Dominican Republic
12 years ago as a way to provide a better
educational future for youth in the Domini-
can Republic.

library; a nutrition center which provides food, vitamins,
and dental care; and a medical center which has supplied

general medication to more than 5,500 people, in addition
to treating several hundred afflicted with HIV/AIDS. All of

this thanks to the support of the Society of the Holy Child
Jesus and the generosity of many donors.

See Sisters’ Mission Work on page 3

Father Writes “Colin Gets a Chance” in Honor of Son

Book opens lines of communication with parents, teachers and children about Down syndrome
and the significant impact children have on their peers.

has written a touching story on the
acceptance of children during the most
difficult of situations in Colin Gets a Chance.

The coach is typical of most; he wants
to win so he plays the best players. Colin
is like all little boys that love the game of
baseball; he just wants to play. Only one
thing has gotten between Colin and his
dream. He has Down syndrome. Colin
knows he isn’t the best on the team but
he holds on to his dream that one day he
will get his chance. Colin’s dream is about
to come true.

The story takes place on the day of the
biggest game of the year. The game is
tied, the winning run is on third, and Colin
hasn’t been chosen to play all season.
Colin sits on the bench and dreams of
playing the game he loves when his team-
mate, Billy, on behalf of the team, asks the
coach to let Colin bat for him. They all
decided it was now their turn to cheer for
Colin.

Colin Gets a Chance is a story about
acceptance, leadership and hope. It pro-

Springfield, PA resident Brian A. Beale

Colin Beale, age 10, the inspiration for the book “Colin Gets a
Chance” and his father Brian Beale, author of the book.

vides a unique approach to parents in
opening up the lines of communication
with their children regarding a topic as
sensitive as Down syndrome and the sig-
nificant impact children have on their peers.
After all, everyone deserves “a chance”
in life.

Brian A. Beale wrote Colin Gets a Chance,
in honor of his son, Colin, who was born
in December 1998. Brian and his wife,
Mary, were so excited about having their
first child when they were thrown life’s
biggest curveball with just five words;
“Your son has Down syndrome.”

After receiving this news, Brian wiped
the tears from his eyes, realizing it didn’t
change the love he had for his newborn
son, and he set out to turn the experience
into a positive one. Brian and Mary
founded a non-profit foundation to raise
the awareness of Down syndrome and
how much these individuals have to offer,
while donating the proceeds to special
needs organizations, but Brian always
knew he wanted to do more.

See “Colin Gets a Chance” on page 10
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Sisters’ Mission Work

Continued from front page

Sister Ann-Joyce Peters has spent the last 14 years devising a
better educational system, as well as a medical clinic and
nutrition center for those less fortunate living in the Domin-
ican Republic. Her tireless work in the poverty-stricken coun-
try continues.

Reflecting on her ongoing mission work, Sister Ann-Joyce
seems to have benefited as much as the people she serves.
“It’s a privilege to work with them and find God in them,”
she said.

Her call to help those less fortunate, coupled with her
fluency in Spanish, led Sister Ann-Joyce to the Dominican
Republic, a poor country whose people are plagued by
disease, malnutrition, prejudice between Haitians and
Dominicans, not to mention an incredible lack of educa-
tional resources. When Fe y Alegria invited the first group
of volunteers to help out in one of their schools, Sister Ann-
Joyce considered it a godsend. “I didn’t want to be start-
ing something new that might not work,” she said. “I want-
ed to join an organization that was already in process.”

The Jesuits provided housing for Sister Ann-Joyce and
her volunteers and supported the new endeavor with advice,
teacher training, and occasional donations. Although most
of the volunteers are American, the first group was actual-
ly international with an American, Chilean, and Spaniard.
After three years working in the nearby Fe y Alegria school,
the group (encouraged and helped by Fe y Alegria) branch-
ed out into the batey, a Haitian settlement, about two miles
from their house. There they began tutoring children in
their homes.

Besides education, improving the natives’ health and
hygiene has been a primary focus of the sisters’ Dominican
Republic ministry. Sister Kathleen King, a Sister of the Holy
Child with the Society’s European Province, oversees the
medical dispensary, which has helped keep people free from
amoeba and parasite infestation, among other ailments.

In the program’s third year, Sister Mary Alice Minogue,
SHCJ — a “born” teacher - joined Sister Ann-Joyce as an
educator in what has developed into a Montessori-style
educational center. The Montessori learning method is dif-
ferent from traditional schools. “The children are able to
choose — within limits — what activities they would like to
do,” Sister Mary Alice said. “They are able to have some
voice and choose what they want to do.” And reading is
what the children want to do most. “The kids learn for the
joy of learning,” Sister Mary Alice said. “Once a child can
read we open up a whole world for them in books.”

Today, Sister Mary Alice oversees the education center
in the Dominican Republic. Until recently, children who did
not attend the public school (which by law accepts any child)
could not benefit from the Sisters’ supplemental Montes-
sori education program. This measure motivated many
parents to enroll their children in the public school. Now
the Secretariat of Education in the Dominican Republic
has officially recognized the Sisters’ Montessori program
as part of the public school system. It is safe to say that it
is probably the only Montessori program in the nation
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offered to poor children within the Dominican public
school system. (This thanks to many donations received
from Montessori schools in the United States and in the
Dominican Republic.) The center continues its mission of
helping children who attend the public schools with sup-
plemental education. Since the public schools cannot
afford to offer classes for a full day, the children go either
in the morning or in the afternoon. “We aim to help the
children do well in school. In the Dominican Republic and
in many, many third world countries, the schools are very
poor,” Sister Ann-Joyce said. “Most schools give only two
and a half hours of actual instruction each day. The rest is
assembly, snack, and recreation.”

The Society’s center serves as the missing link to a bet-
ter education, while living and working in the Dominican
Republic serves as a teaching tool for the sisters and their
volunteers. Response-Ability, a teaching program founded
and sponsored by the Society of the Holy Child Jesus, which
also focuses on education, regularly recruits, prepares, and
trains lay volunteers from the United States to serve in the
Dominican Republic, generally for a year at a time.

The number of volunteers accepted varies from year to
year (from five in 2003-2004 to three in 2004-2005 to six in
2007-2008 to two in 2008-2009). For this reason, the sisters
have called on the natives to help further the cause. Cur-
rently, five teachers are Dominican, and there are some
Dominican volunteers as well. “It’s the light in the children’s
faces, and I love those teachers,” Sister Mary Alice said of
why she continues. “We pull each other through knot holes.
We formed a team. They're calling each other brother and
sister. We suffer together and we share very deeply.”

Part of that sharing is living with — and without — the same
amenities as the natives. “We don’t have electricity all the
time. We have it every day, but not all day,” Sister Ann-Joyce
said. “Water is not running all the time. We have about
seven large water tanks, so we are never without water,
but it’s not always coming

OVERBROOK PARK
CHURCH OF CHRIST

presents

Seven Principles for
Making Marriage Work

Seven-Part Series

Starting January 9, 2009

FREE ¢ Fridays 7 pm - 8 pm

1. Enhance your love maps.

2. Nurture your fondness & admiration.
3. Turn toward each other instead of away.
4. Let your spouse influence you.

5. Solve your solvable problems.

6. Overcome gridlock.

7. Create shared meaning.

Call Washington Lee Grant
to register for this FREE program.

609-321-3321
Overbrook Park Church of Christ

7630 Woodbine Avenue, Phila., PA 19151

out of the faucet.”

And, although the people
living in the Dominican
Republic are poor on pos-
sessions and the creature
comforts sometimes taken
for granted in America, Sis-
ter Ann-Joyce described
them as being rich with life.
“The people are very happy,”
she said. “They put people
first, and we Americans put
projects first. They welcome
interruptions. They're very
people-oriented.”

The Society of the Holy
Child Jesus (SHC)J) is a reli-
gious order of Roman Catho-
lic Sisters founded by Cornelia
Connelly. The Society is com-
posed of three provinces
(American, African, and
European). In addition to
the United States, the Ameri-
can Province includes Chile
and the Dominican Republic.
Since the Society’s founding
in 1846, education has been
at the heart of its mission.
Today, the Sisters of the
Holy Child Jesus continue
to serve as educators in the
broadest sense of the word
through their ministries in
teaching, spiritual direction,
social work, legal work, health
care, parish administration,
and pastoral care. Through-
out the world, the Sisters
of the Holy Child serve in
schools, colleges, universi-
ties, parishes, health care
organizations, and social ser-
vice and legal centers. The
Society has also founded
and continues to sponsor 14
schools, a college, and sev-
eral social service pro-
grams. For information visit
www.holychild200.org.

CHESTER COUNTY
Temple Brith Achim (King of Prussia)
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Live Generously ™

a taste of
JUDAIS

B

..-.Are you curious?

Do you want an introduction to Jewish life?

Do you know someone who wants a
greater feel for Jewish traditions?

ALL ARE WELCOME, JEWISH OR NOT.
Taste of JUDAISM™

Three weekly sessions starting Jan ‘09*
* Jewish Spirituality «

* Jewish Community ¢

*Dates vary - for information on classes and how to register please visit
www.jewishphilly.org/taste or call or e-mail the desired community:

DELAWARE COUNTY
Congregation Beth Israel (Media)

Contact Lannie Hulnick:
Ihulnick@philafederation.org

™

T

— JOIN US
to explore the
Jewish perspective
on living in today’s world.

™

« Jewish Values -

LOWER MERION
SJCC - Bnai Aaron (Havertown)
Temple Adath Israel (Merion Station)

Temple Beth Hillel/Beth El
(Wynnewood)

Contact Alyse Unterberger:
aunterberger@philafederation.org
610.645.8380

SEATING IS LIMITED. REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

This program is made possible
by the Jewish Federation of
Greater Philadelphia.

A Taste of Judaism™ was developed
by the Union for Reform Judaism




